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IN REPLY REFERM: 

- 
Reynoldsburg F ie ld  O f f i c e  
6950-H Americana Parkway 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068-4115 
(614) 469-6923 

June 18, 1990 

Bobby Davis, Environmental Manager 
U. S. Department of Energy 
P. 0. Box 398705 
Cinc inna t i ,  Ohio 45239-8705 

Dear M. Davis: 

This  responds t o  the  Federal  Reg i s t e r  Notice regard ing  t h e  proposed RI/FS-EIS 
f o r  the  Feed Materials Product ion Center near  Fernald,  Ohio dated May 15, 1990 
(Vol. 55, No. 94,  page 20183). We would be w i l l i n g  t o  become a coopera t ing  
agency i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i f  you th ink  i t  would enhance p r o j e c t  q u a l i t y .  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  would have t o  be  l i m i t e d  t o  review and comment of p r o j e c t  
documents un le s s  t he re  were a transfer of funds f o r  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  
any case we remain i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Fernald p l a n t  because of t he  p o t e n t i a l  
t h a t  damages t o  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  r e sources  may have r e s u l t e d  from i t s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

Our 

We would l i k e  t o  make the fol lowing comments regarding scoping f o r  t h e  RI/FS- 
EIS :  

1. 

:: - 
Contrac tors  r e t a ined  t o  develop t h e  RI/FS-EIS should b e  made t o  show t h a t  
they have assigned personnel  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  who are f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  
i n t e r p r e t  t he  b i o l o g i c a l  and e c o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  of contaminat ion by 
rad ionucl ides .  This  means t h a t  t h e r e  needs t o  be a t  least one b i o l o g i s t  o r  
e c o l o g i s t  on the RI/FS-EIS team. This e x p e r t i s e  should be a t  t h e  PhD l e v e l  
w i t h  experience.  

2. The RI/FS-EIS should desc r ibe  t h e  vege ta t ion  on s i t e  and i n  surrounding 
areas sub jec t  t o  s i t e  r e l e a s e s  and inc lude  a map of t h i s  vege ta t ion .  
Elements t o  be considered should inc lude  f o r e s t e d  areas ( inc lude  major 
spec ie s  and s i z e ) ,  va r ious  wetland types (desc r ibe  us ing  t h e  system of 
Cowardin e t  a1 t i t l e d  " C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of Wetlands and Deepwater H a b i t a t s  of 
the  United S ta t e s " ) ,  g ra s s l and ,  o ld  f i e l d ,  cropland,  and a q u a t i c  
vege ta t ion .  

3 .  The RI/FS-EIS should desc r ibe  Fernald s i t e  releases us ing  t h e  mass ba lance  
approach. 
d e t a i l e d .  
should be presented along wi th  t h e  types of r a d i a t i o n  emi t ted  (a lpha ,  b e t a ,  
and gamma). 

The f a t e  of t hese  materials i n  t h e  environment should b e  
The s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t y  of va r ious  media i n  contaminated areas 
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4. S i t e  and v i c i n i t y  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  should be sampled and appropr i a t e  
t i s s u e s  examined f o r  rad ionucl ides .  Vegetat ion and s u r f a c e  s o i l s  should 
a l s o  be analyzed f o r  rad ionucl ides .  

5 .  The movement of rad ionucl ides  r e l eased  from t h e  Fernald s i te  i n  a q u a t i c  and 
t e r r e s t r i a l  ecosystems should be modeled and any p o i n t s  of concent ra t ion  
should be noted,  e.g. p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  o r  t i s s u e s .  The behavior of 
b i r d s ,  such as dus t ing  and e a t i n g  g r i t ,  should be d iscussed  relative t o  
t h e i r  exposure t o  rad ionucl ides .  The r ad ionuc l ides  i n  vege ta t ion  should be 
d iscussed  re la t ive  t o  t h e i r  herb ivores .  The r ad ionuc l ides  i n  herb ivores  
should be d iscussed  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  carn ivores .  

6 .  The r i sk  assessment should cons ider  n o t  only human h e a l t h  b u t  t he  r i s k  t o  
f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  spec ie s  themselves. 

I f  you have any ques t ions  o r  we may be of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p l ease  con tac t  M r .  
B i l l  Kurey of t h i s  o f f i c e  a t  614/469-6923. 

Since re ly ,  

Kent E.  Kroonemeyer 
Superv isor  

cc:  Ohio Div is ion  of Wi ld l i f e ,  (John Marsha l l ) ,  Columbus, OH 
ODM, Outdoor Recrea t ion  Serv ice ,  A t t n :  M. Colvin,  Columbus, OH 
Ohio EPA, SW D i s t . ,  40 S. Main S t . ,  Dayton, OH 45402 
REO, FWS, (She l i a  Huff),  Chicago, I L  
BFA (ERT), Washington, DC 
FWS, R3, (Lynn Lewis), Twin C i t i e s ,  MN 
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